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Abstract: Parental involvement in fostering the character of child discipline in school.
Obj ectives: Thepurpose of thisstudy isto exploretherolethat parentsplay inimproving the character
of children’s discipline in school. M ethods: The study population consisted of 7 elementary schools
with a target sample consisting of 8 school personnel and 27 parents. Data were collected using
questionnaires and interviews to be analyzed qualitatively and quantitatively. Findings: The most
common problem at school is the dynamics of child discipline. The discipline of parents in their children’s
education can improve discipline, self-esteem, cognitive development, socia interaction skills, and
academics as awhole. The role of parents in encouraging student discipline, it is clear that parents
must be involved as shown by most respondents (66.67% of parents and 62.50% of teachers).
Conclusions: Designing interventions aimed at harmonizing parental and teacher assessments in
certain activities related to primary school education will be beneficial in fostering child discipline
character education. The results of this study also have implicationsfor child care and protection.

Keywor ds: Parental involvement, school personnel, children’ discipline.

Abstrak: Keterlibatan orang tua dalam menumbuhkan karakter disiplin anak di sekolah. Tujuan:
Penelitian ini ditujukan untuk mengeksplorasi peran orang tua dalam meningkatkan karakter
disiplin anak di sekolah. Metode: Populasi penelitian terdiri dari 7 sekolah dasar dengan 8
personil sekolah dan 27 orang tua sebagai sampel. Data dikumpulkan menggunakan kuesioner
dan wawancara untuk dianalisis secara kualitatif dan kuantitatif. Temuan: Masalah yang
paling umum di sekolah adalah dinamika disiplin anak. Keterlibatan orang tua meningkatkan
disiplin, harga diri, perkembangan kognitif, keterampilan interaksi sosial, dan akademisi bagi
anak secara keseluruhan. Sebagian besar responden (66,67% orang tua dan 62,50% guru)
sepakat bahwa orang tua harus dilibatkan. Kesimpulan: Perancangan intervensi untuk
menyelaraskan penilaian orang tua dan guru pada kegiatan tertentu yang terkait dengan
pendidikan siswa sekolah dasar akan bermanfaat dalam menumbuhkan pendidikan karakter
disiplin anak.

Kata kunci: Peranan orang tua, personil sekolah, disiplin anak-anak.
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® [NTRODUCTION

Schools have an obligation to provide a
foundation for education to build asuccessful and
independent lifefor their students. Therefore, as
theredization of school reformwill dwaysbegin
by increasing the participation of parentsinthe
scholagticatmosphere. Parentswho dwaysinvest
their time in their child’s education will have more
successful childreninschool. Of course, parentd
involvement naturally takestimebut hasapositive
impact on children’s education. Parental
involvement should beginin primary school toa
higher level of education (Gershoff, Miller, &
Holden, 1999).

Thebiggest chalengein thiseducationa
partnership isthefact that parental involvement
does not have enough timefor their children at
school dueto job demands. They left homeearly
in the morning and returned in the afternoon.
Effective cooperation between parents, teachers,
schoolsand al members of the community and
evenlocal government isneeded sothat children
can be well educated (Halawah, 2004). The
reason is that schools cannot educate a child
completely without parent and vice versa, for
example, achild cannot do schoolwork inthe
classroom if the parents do not provide the
required stationery, or thetudentswho aregiven
homework cannot be donewithout being given
time by parents. On the other hand, school
teachers serveas parentsduring the day and act
on behalf of parentsin emergency cases (Smit,
Wolf, & Sleegers, 2001).

Theposition of parentshassignificancein
the education of children (Smit et al., 2001).
Significance is based on the duties and
respons bilitiesof parents (Emerson, Fear, Fox,
& Sanders, 2012) asaform of informa education
to encourage the growth and development of
children (Hanni & Phippen, 2010). Parentsshould
pay attentionto their children (T. Dobbs, 2005),
help each other, and respect each other, withthe

attention of parents; childrenwill grow upwitha
good persondlity.

Parentsarethefirst persona trainersina
child’s life while giving her education (Wulandary
& Herlisa, 2017). Their parent’s personality,
attitudes, and lifestyleareelementsof indirect
education, which will develop into children.
Parental responsibilitiesfor their children are
needed. The child will lose control (Korir &
Karr-Kidwell, 2000) if the parent’s attention does
not exist. Parents are not only concerned with
theform of matter, attitude, warning, counsdling,
whichthe child needsbecauseit will bethe dew
conditioner for the child when the child’s soul is
affected (Wanja, 2014).

Schools should establish policies that
requireteachersto contact parentson aregular
basiseach semegter (Barnyak & Mcnelly, 2009).
Calling certainly takes time, but parental
involvement can oftenprovidesolutionsto difficult
class problems (Kapuegja & Duma, 2014).
Collecting middle or late reports is often not
enough.Althoughnotdl parenta involvement will
bepositiveor haveameasurableeffect on student
behavior, using such an gpproach makes parents
feel and have their worries about their children’s
educationa successa school (Marschall, 2006).

Parents’ attention to their children can affect
thelearning achievementin school. Such attention
will soothe the child’s mental to learn
independently correctly andthelearning outcomes
will be satisfactory (Bodovski & Youn, 2010).
Distractions at school will hinder child
achievement. Therefore, to undergo the process
of learning in school there arerulesand norms
that apply and must befollowed by thechild for
optimal learning achievement. Teachers must
maintain thedisciplineof children (Joseph, 2013)
to create an effective learning environment
(Marschall, 2006).

Smit et al., (2001) and Wulandary &
Herlisa, (2017) arguethat primary school ageis
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animportant stagefor character implementation,
even fundamental to the successful character
development of children. At theage of primary
schoal, children experience physical and motor
development including the development of
personality, character, emotion, intellectual,
language, characters, and spirit that are growing
rapidly (Smitet d., 2001). Therefore, toforma
good child character required cooperation
between school and parents (Kapuga& Duma,
2014). There are at least two conceptsto ook
a: involvement of parentsinitiated by the school
and involvement in parent initiation alone
(Driessen, Smit, & Sleegers, 2005). This
collaboration should start at an early age.

Disciplineand honesty are part of thevalue
devel oped in character education (Wulandary &
Herlisa, 2017). Discipline and honesty are
attitudes created through a training process
developedinto aseriesof atitudesattachedtoa
person who contains elements of obedience,
obedience, andloyaty and truth (Korir & Karr-
Kidwell, 2000). School isthe second environment
(Baharuddin & Elihami, 2017) for children play
an important role in the education process
because schoolsare social ingtitutionsthat have
vision and mission and are systematically
patterned (Terrazas, Fowler, Lightsey, & Monger,
2009), haveclear gods, scheduled activities, and
special managers and are supported by
educational facilities (Smit et al., 2001). In
addition, the school is a forma institution
established to organizeeducationd activitiesina
planned, intentional, directed, and systematic
manner by educators with programs that are
poured into the curriculum for acertain period of
time and followed by students at all levels of
education (Marschall, 2006; Monahan,
Vanderhel, Bechtold, & Cauffman, 2014).

In reality, the attention of parentsto the
education of their childrenisstill lacking. Itis
evident that parental assi stance to educational
ingtitutions, epecialy educationd indtitutionsin

theoutskirtsisstill not goodintermsof funding,
energy, thought and development. In terms of
funding, parents aredemanding the government
to set aside school fees but they expect good
results, so the school isdifficult to develop and
advance (Kyriakides, 2005). Intermsof energy
and thought, most parents do not want to know
how the school wherether children arestudying,
whether the facilities and infrastructure is
adequate or not, whether thesalaryislaid out in
accordance with the appropriate salary or not,
whether therequired facilitieshave been met or
not suchas textbooks, teaching maerids, learning
media). Thisfact isoneof thecausesof education
falure, especidly in shaping thecharacter of good
children discipline (Kapugja & Duma, 2014;
Wanja, 2014; Wulandary & Herlisa, 2017).

Schoolsplay animportant rolein building
children’s discipline and good communication and
value sharing are important elements in this
relationship. Creating acollaborativeenvironment
and open communi cation has been described as
the singlemost important factor for successful
school improvement initiatives(Emersonetal.,
2012; Marschall, 2006). A good communi cator
isagood listener. Communi cation expertsrated
low hearing asthe number one problemin human
relationships (Wanja, 2014). Theschool climate
affectstheeffectivenessof outcomesfor teechers
and students. Improvementsin school climate
improvethe effectiveness of performance and
Student achievement and behavior. Thisincrease,
however, only occurswhen school equipment is
empowered, principals, teachers, and students
(Wulandary & Herlisa, 2017). The principal
should mode behavior cons stent with the school
vision and develop clear goasinschool, sothat
student achievement may increase. They must
identify andimplementingtructiond drategiesthet
will resultintheachievement of school visonand
mission (Korir & Karr-Kidwell, 2000).

To get the right development results,
research has been conducted on various studies
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related to parental involvement. Theresults of
research conducted by (Rahman, 2014) show
that parentd involvementin school education can
help students to improve the competence of
elementary school students. Furthermore,
(Guntara, Fatchan, & Ruja, 2016) statesthat the
development of character education through
‘Rambu Solo’ has social and religious values can
be used as teaching material for character
education.

Giventhelargeinfluenceof theeducationa
environment on students, especialy thefamily
environment, there needs to be effective
collaboration between schoolsand parents. The
school environment determinestherel ationship
between teachers and students. This also
influencesteacher practicesand valueswhichin
turn affect student behavior. Thismethodisonly
ableto providearealm of awarenessin parents
about the importance of involvement in the
character education processof child discipline.
Thisisinsharp contrast to theresultsof research
findingsthat havebeen described previoudy. Thus,
in this study, it is important to encourage
reciprocal relationships to shape children’s
character in accordance with general
expectations, namey to create generationswhose
main character isthe character of discipline, so
that destructivebehavior doesnot increasein SD
Kambiolangi-Enrekang Negeri 2.

Disciplinegreatly influences success and
progress in achieving goals. To realize child
disciplinemust begiven persona guidanceboth
at school and at home. Under the guidance of
disciplinea home, theroleof parentsisvery large.
Parents, who do not remind teachers of their
assignments at school, never ask why they get
bad grades and thus reflect that parents do not
foster disciplinein learning at home. With the
application of learningdisciplineat home, children
areexpectedtoachievether rightsand obligations
aslittleaspossible.

The research reported here was the
effectivenessof parent-school involvement asa
tangible contribution to the growth of children’s
educational attainment, especialy the character
of discipline. Theresearch problem of thisstudy
examines the influence of parents’ involvement
and school personnel in fostering the character
of discipline in elementary school against the
behavior of learners. Thisproblemisinvestigated
intermsof thefollowing specific questions; (1)
how are parentsinvolvedin solving disciplinary
problems in rural schools? (2) What is the
perception of rura school personnel inmanaging
parentd involvementinschool disciplineg?(3) How
are parents’ recommendations to grow and solve
theproblemof child disciplinecharacterinschool ?

m METHOD
Sampleand procedure

The study involved 35 interviewed
respondentswho referred to qualitative studies.
Parents of children and school personnel who
havebeen contacted arerecruited usngthecriteria
sampling technique (Petton, 2002). These contact
formsincludete ephoneconversations, and face-
to-face meetings, both scheduled and unplanned
in discussing school rulesand policies. Inthis
section of respondents has fully completed a
questionnaire on demographics and genera
informetion.

Participants from the school’s personnel
held various positions in MIN Kambiolangi
Elementary School, including Principas, assstant
principals, teachers, counselors, honorary
teachers, and security guards. Whilethe parent
participantsincludebiol ogica parents, adoptive
parents, and grandparents raise teenage
grandchildrenand singleparentsand married. In
thisstudy, parents consisted of 27 participants
and 8 people from school. The age of the
participants rangesfrom 25 to 65 years, mostly
fromwomen. The highest educational level of
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Table 1: Participant, Demographics and general Information (N =35)

No. Demogr aphic characteristic

Parents’ n (%)

School Personnel n (%)

1 Age of group Respondents:

Below 35 2 (7.41%) 2 (25.00%)
36-50 16 (59.26%) 4 (50.00%)
51 and above 9 (33.33%) 2 (25.00%)
2 Gender:
Femae 21 (77.78%) 5 (62.50%)
Mae 6 (22.22%) 3 (37.50%)
3 Educational qualification:
Uncompleted primary school 1(3.7%) 0
Graduated junior high school 7 (25.93%) 0
High school 5 (18.52%) 0
Complete high school 11 (40.74%) 0
Some college 0 1(12.50%)
Completed college 2 (7.41%) 6 (75.00%)
Some graduate school 0 1 (12.50%)
Completed graduate school 0 0
Other (training) 1(3.70%) 0
4 Family income:
IDR 0-499.999 6 (22.22%) 0
IDR 500.000-999.999 17 (62.96%) 3 (37.50%)
Above IDR 1.000.000 4 (14.81%) 5 (62.50%)

parents of most high school graduatesis about
11 people (40.74%) and 7 (25.93%) of junior
high school graduates. On the other hand, the
average education level is 6 (75.00%), and 1
(12.50%) continuether education at thegraduate
level. Most parents (62.96%) reported household
income between IDR 500,000-999,999, while
most school personnel (62.50%) reported
household incomeabove IDR 1,000,000.

Data collection procedures used in this
quditativeresearchisquestionnaire, andinterviews.
Therespondent compl eted questionnairesto assess
participants’ demographic information, such as age,
gender, sod oeconomic gatus, family sructure, and
education level. Thequestionnairea so presents
about the perception of discipline towards the
school and parents. The Likert-typerating scale
with four response categoriesis used: strongly

agree (4), agree (3), disagree (2) and strongly
disagree(1).

Interviews were conducted to obtain
information from parentsand school personnd.
Face-to-faceinterviews arethemost commonly
used way of doing research. However, quditative
researchersincreasingly rely ontechnologiessuch
as telephone, instant messaging, email, and
computer conferencing as new methods of
interviewing (Savin-baden & Mgor, 2013).

DataAnalysis

After al the questionnaires had been
received, the respondents’ responses were coded.
Frequency distribution was used. Descriptive
satisticslike percentagesand frequency counts
were used to anayze the data. The data were
presented in form of tables to give a genera
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overview of the problem under sudy and makeit
easy to draw conclusions and make
recommendationsof thestudy.

m RESULTSAND DISCUSSION
Recommendation on how parents are
involvedin interpreting disciplinary problems
in rural schools
Thefollowingwererecommendation from
the school personnel on how parents can be
involvedin resolving sudent disciplineproblems
inschool. They areindicated intables2.

can only occur inagroup of meaningful parent-
teachers.
School personnel’s view of parental
involvement management in schooling
discipline
Figure 1 presentsinformation related to

the perceptions of discipline in schools. The
respondents were asked to rate their responses
accordingtothefollowing scae: strongly agree,
agree, disagreeand strongly disagree.

Figure litem 1, shows that over half of
respondents (62.5%) stated that they disagreed

Table 2: Suggestion of school personnel about parent involvement in solving student discipline problem

No. Item ngpiy Agree Disagree g.;;;?le)é

1 Parentsshould hold regular 3(37.5%) 5 (62%) 0 0
meetings with school personnel to
discuss the devel opment of
children.

2 Parents should schedule regular 2 (25%) 3(37.5%) 1(12.5%) 0
meetings with school personnel to
discuss student discipline.

3 Presenting professiond counselors 2 (25%) 3 (37.5%) 2 (25%) 1 (12.5%)
and psychologists to educate
parents about child devel opment
and their role as parents.

4 Involving parentsas counsdorsfor 1 (12.5%) 3(37.5%) 3(37.5%) 1 (12.5%)
children

Thefindingsindicatethat school personnel
recommend regular parental meetings with
classroom teachersto discuss student progress
(100%), parent-school attendance meetings
(62.5%), present professiona counselors and
psychologiststo cultivate and educate parents
about development (62.5%), and involving
parentsas counsalorsfor students (50%). These
findings are in line with (Joseph, 2013)
observation that parents need to beincluded in
theschool agendaif the programreflectsthevaue
system of their studentsand intenseinteraction

with the statement that corporal punishment
remainsadisciplinary option for many educators
and kegpsstudentsin good faith and putsteachers
incontrol. Researchershave proven that corpora
punishment isarough and anti-human practice
spreading thenotion that any violenceof itsname
doesnot provideasolution to every problemin
class. Whileitem 2 showsthat morethan half of
respondents (75%) stated that they agree with
the statement that dternative punishment methods
are not working and are just a waste of time.
Thesefindingsprovethat educatorsare confident
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Unfair treatment of learners will lead to hatred and opportunities to
err,

School management teams should be exemplary leaders by working
together with all taff members and parents to instill self-discipline .

Good schoal discipline begins with a school policy by empowering
administrators and educators to address learners’ behavior,

Physical punikhment impedes creativity, & rough and preduces low
self-esteem

Allstakeholders have a common understanding of the discipline

Good information abouwt the rature of punshment and the

consequences of the code of ethics should be acquired and_
The educator must always be prepared for the lessons and self-
discipline exercises
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Educaters should not only teach human rights but also have to
practice them
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Physical punishment remains a disciplined cholce for many peoplein
education and keeps students in good faith and puts the teacher in_.
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Figure 1. School personnel’s perception of discipline in schooling

about how torelateto learners, whilemaintaining
disciplineintheclassroom.

Item 3reved ed that 87.5% of respondents
agreethat educatorsneed not only to teach human
rightsbut alsoto practicethem. It doesnot make
sensethat educators engagein the teaching of
human rights but do not want to “practice what
they preach’. It is a critical aspect of respecting
the dignity of fellow human beings (Hanni &
Phippen, 2010). Korir, Julie; Karr-Kidwell,
(2000) states that in order to develop atruly
positive sense of discipline, educators must
develop relationships with learners built on
respect, and which enable learners to see
themsalvesasworthy and respectful individuas.
In point 4, it was reveal ed that the majority of

respondents, over 62.5%, supported the
assertion that school management teams should
involvelearnersin maintaining and monitoring
disciplineinschools. Thisindicatesthat learners
arerespong blefor everyday eventsthat occur in
the classroom, they will devel op their sense of
self-worth and their ability to take responsibility
for themselvesand their communities (Emerson
etal., 2012; Kapugja& Duma, 2014).

As publicized in Figure 1 point 5, most
personnel school (75%) agreeswiththeassertion
that theapplication of school rulesshould berun
consistently by educators. Whilepoint 6 shows
that 50% of respondents agreewith the statement
that apositivereationshipisawayshbuilt between
teachers and learners. They emphasize the
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importanceof condstency inenforcingrules, and
they believethat if thereisno postiverdationship
between educatorsand learners, therewill beno
positiveteaching and learning going on (Ismail,
Jabri, Rahmat, & Musdalifah, 2016). It is
important that trust and mutual respect are
fundamental to good relationships. Educatorsare
authority figures both at school and in the
classroom, sothey areexpected to set anexample
of arespected authority.

Thelearner, ontheother hand, must sofed that
he or sheisimportant.

Figure 1point 7, revealed that 62.5% of the
parti cipants agreed that educators should dways
be prepared for self-discipline lessons and
exercises. Enforcement of learnersin practicing
sdlf-discipline should always be devel oped and
appliedinthe classroom so that sense of security
affectsthewholeschool. Whilein Figure 1 point
8 it is also revealed that the majority of
regpondents (62.5%) agreethat good information
about the nature of punishment and the
consequences of the code of ethics should be
acquired and understood by educators, parents,
andlearners. Inbuildingatruly effective, pogdtive,
disciplined and directed learning environment,
every stakeholder must participateinformulating
the code of conduct or guidelines. Thereisno
reason not to involvethe stakeholders. Thisis
one of the characteristicsof awell-functioning
democracy is transparency, therefore
participation and involvement are important
(Driessenet ., 2005).

As shown in Figure 1 point 9, (87.5%)
indicatesthat (87.5% of respondentsagreewith
thestatement that all stakeholdershaveagenerd
understanding of what discipline. Wilder, (2014)
agreeswith (Clarke, 2012) on disciplineto be
responsibleof dl peopleHesaidthat commitment
should be built from staff and management,
parents, thewider community. Thisisinlinewith
point 10 in Figure 1, reveding that 75% of
respondents agree with the assertion that

discipline in school is the responsibility of
everyone. Good disciplinecan dso beachieved
with one action or policy, it is important for
everyoneto participateinmaintaining discipline,
and which needs to be handled daily, while
corpora punishment impedescrestivity, impolite
and produces low self-esteem (Kapugja &
Duma, 2014). Asindicatesin Figure1 point 11,
the magj ority of respondents (85.5%) agreethat
corpora punishment impedescrestivity, offenses
and produces low self-esteem. Research has
proven that learners who experience physical
punishment are demoralized into fear, and that
leadsto the destruction of trust.

Figure 1 point 12 shows that most
respondents (62.5%) agree with the statement
that good school discipline beginswith school
policy by empowering administrators and
educators to address learners’ behaviors. While
inpoint 13, it wasreved ed that most respondents
(75%) agreewith the statement that the school
management team should bean exemplary leader
by working alongside all staff members and
parentstoingtill sdf-disciplineand self-control in
learners. It isimportant that the devel opment of
sdf-contral isthemaingod of education because
thedisciplineisdefined asan act that facilitates
thedeve opment of sdlf-control, responsibility and
character (Silinskas& Kikas, 2017). Torunthe
disciplinemust be supported by organizational
policy. Conferringto (Savage, 1998) that policies
in an organization with principles or rules to
provide guidanceis astatement of intent to be
implemented as a procedure or protocol. The
development of self-control and acceptance of
responsibilitiesisaresult facilitated by caring
teachersinteractingwith learnersinwaysthat help
them understand the consequences of their
choices(Manamela, 2015).

Asindicated in Figure 1, point 14, the
majority of respondents (75%) agree with the
statement that good classroom management is
essentid in controllingand sustaining learning. It
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isimperative that good classroom management,
combined with good knowledge of learners can
avoid problems. Organizingtherhythminlearning
will makethelearner not bored and understand the
lesson. Kyriacou (2007) maintainsthat learnerstend
to behave badly because of boredom, prolonged
mental effort, |ow academic self-esteem, and bad
attitudes, so good classroom management is
required to maintain control.

Figure 1 point 15 indicatesthat the ma ority
of respondents (62.5%) agreewith the statement
that unfair trestment of learnerswill cause hatred
and opportunitiesto err. Savage, (1998) believe
that equal treatment of learnersthrough teacher
appreciation and leadership will avoid unfair
treatment and di scriminatory conflict.

Punishing children for not obeying the rules...

Parents’ roles and responsibilities in
solving disciplinary problems of their
children in primary school

Research shows that the home
environment hasanimpact on child discipline,
Children who are victims of undisciplined
behavior do so because of some personality
differencesthat areareflection of ineffective
sodidization, espedidly inchildhood and puberty.
Cruel attacks on others and challenges to
authority arelikely dueto alack of discipline
that doesnot grow in children because parents
donoat cultivateacultureof discplineinchildhood
(Wanja, 2014). Basicdly, parents inculcate
character, fairness, and security, knowledge of
affection, politecommuni cation, and peece.

Restrict access to phone/not buy phone for their...

Make sure their children get home at the right... AR 1552 hnad

.

Supervising the program that children they watch..

Tolerating the children busy outside school

o 3404 b b4 14,8150

Instructing their children to go to places of worship

Having the opportunity to communicate with...

Y, T, T P—

[ ."a:.-’-
T E— W T e

TN T

Reporting cases of indiscipline by children while...

Replacing items stolen by students

Monitoring school attendance

Checking homework RGeS —. 1.0l

H Strongly Agree  EAgree

i Disagree

HStrongly Disagree

Figure2. Recommendation of parent involvement in fostering and solving the problem of children

discipline character in school
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The results from figure 2 indicate that
parents have many suggestionson how they can
engagein fostering and solving the discipline
character problemsof their childrenin primary
school. They recommend thefollowing: checking
their children’s homework (77.78%); monitoring
school attendance (81.48%); replacing items
stolen by students (77.78%); reporting cases of
indisciplineby children whileaway from school
totheprincipd or to governmental administration
(70.37%); having the opportunity to
communicate with their children (51.85%);
Instructing their children to go to places of
worship (88.89%); tol erating the children busy
outside school sothey arenotinvolvedinsocia
crime (81.48%); supervising the material that
children read and the programsthey watch on
television (70.37%); restricting accessto phone/
not buy a phone for their children (88.89%);
ensuring their children get homeat theright time
(70.37%); retablishingactivecommunicationwith
theteacher about the behavior and performance
of thechild in school (48.15%); and punishing
childrenfor not obeying theruleswhen away from
school (29.63%).

Furthermore, the observationd report those
parentsonly seem to have an awareness of the
“reactive” steps used (reports) to address
undisciplined. Communi cation between parents,
school teachers and students was found to be
incongstent. Thisisevidencedintable4, onpoints
5and 11 of which lessthan half of respondents
(48.15%) say to establish active communication
withteachersabout thebehavior and performance
of children in school, while (51.85%) of
respondents have achanceto communicatewith
their children. Thisshowsthat thelow response
and little communi cation between parents and
schoolsaswell asther childrenisagap between
therolesof parentsand school.

Parentshave neglected their roleinraising
their childrenandleavingal respongbility tothe
teacher. Whilethese parents meet thebasic needs

of children, they are generaly detached from the
livesof their children. Inextreme cases, they even
deny or ignorethe needsof thair children. Wanja,
(2014) observes that the outcomes of this
parenting style are children who have no self-
control, low self-esteem and areless competent
than their peers. Therefore, itisvery important
for parentsto beinvolvedin decison makingin
school because they are the main investors.
Despitethe economic, work, needs continueto
demand to earn moreincometo bring thefamily,
theideaof two working parentshasanegative
side (Daobbs, Smith, & Taylor, 2006). Millions
of children returnfrom school to empty homes.
When parentsarrive, they are oftentired and busy
with problemsat work.

When asked whether parentsplayed arole
in resolving the discipline problems of their
childrenin school, the principalsresponded as
indicated in the figure 1 below using yes no
question.
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Figure 3. School personnel and parents’
responses in solving the character of children’s
discipline

m School
Personnel
(N=8)

M Parents
(N=27)

The findings in Figure 3 indicate that a
majority of 5 (62.50%) of school personnel say
that parents should beinvolved in solving the
disciplineproblemof ther childreninschool while
3 (35.5%) say parents need not be involved.
Parents also showed a similar trend to 18
(66.67%) who said they wereinvolved, and a
small portion, 9 (33.33%) said they were not
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involved. The discovery clearly shows that
parentsaresignificantly involvedin solvingtheir
children’s discipline problems. This finding is in
linewith (Dobbset a., 2006) who respondsina
cautiousway that parentsneed to beinvolvedin
school activitiesif the stakeholdersreflect their
client’s value system and intense interaction can
only occur in a group of meaningful parent-
teachers. (Jones& Jones, 2004) also notesthat
parentd relationshipsareidentified asthemost
effectiveway to provide support to schoolsin
dealing with studentswho are moredifficult to
manageat an earlier age.

Parent relationshipsareidentified asthe
most effective way to provide supportto parents’
suggestions (Jones & Jones, 2004). Principals,
teachers, and parentstend to agree on the subject
of sudy. Thesefindingsare consstent with those
in (Epstein & Sanders, 2006) which emphasize
theneed for parentstoinstill disciplineon their
children at the family level. He observes that
parentscontributeto childrenindiscriminately in
many ways, by being a bad example and by
avoiding parenta respongibilitiessuch asteaching
their children good behavior. (Wanja, 2014) says
that many parentslet go of their authority. When
thishappens, young peoplegrow upwith little, if
therearerulesor guidedinesfor regulatingbehavior
(Monahanetd., 2014).

Based on these findings that the use of
authoritarian methods in solving disciplinary
problemsof their childrenin schoolstendsto be
lessdesirable. Suggestionsby school principds,
teachers, and parents can be of great help in
increasing parenta involvement ingrowing and
solving the problem of thedisciplinecharacter of
their children in school. Manamela (2015) in
Posse and Melgosa, (2002) provides the
following variablesasdeterminants of the current
characterigticsof thediscipline: (1) themethods
used indisciplining children are often inadequate
duetoimprovisation and lack of purpose. This
confuses children; (2) Interpersonal

communication - family communication has
deteriorated and thereisno sinceredia ogue, bad
information and little eagerness to listen; (3)
Errors in discipline - excessive control,
inadequate supervision and complete
permissiveness, without proper norms or
principles, tend to deviatefrom children.

Interview Analysis

Inthisinterview, theresearcher explainsthe
purpose of the interview and the value of
information obtained from theinterview. The
meaning of parental involvement to parentsand
school personnel inelementary school reflects
activitiesingdeand outsideof school. Participants
agreethat parental involvement isequal to the
responsibilities of parents as well as school
personnel.

How would you describe parent involvement
at your school?

Both parentsand principalsarguethat itis
important for parentsto haveagood rel ationship
with school personnel becauseit alowsthemto
better control their child and their child’s school
activities. Examples of parent participationin
school includetaking child report cards, sudden
visitstomonitor their child, being acompanion
on atourist visit, attending an extracurricular
event. Asone parent and the principal says:

Infact, when my children go to school here, |
alwaysdriveto school and pick themup, and
sometimescheck theminthecdassroom, inquire
intotheteacher, makesuremy childisnot doing
anything wrong. If thereisan acceptance of
thereport we participateinlearning ... Usudly
for the birthday celebration of Indonesia, we
accompany my children to participate in
variousraces. | dwaystry tostay involved with
my children. (Parent No. 7)

Parents respond positively and are deeply
involvedin school activities. They engagein
activities such as volunteering to clean up
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related pages and accompanying learnerson
educational tours. When there are parent
meetings, they comeinlargenumbers. Some
of the reasons that encourage parentsto be
activdy involved arethe changesseenin schoal.
Schoolsusually look neglected until | start the
school will be changed. (Principal of Min
Kambiolangi School)

Support learners by parents at home

Most parentsin Min Kambiolangi primary
school mention that they support their children
by hel ping them do homework in subjectsthey
can understand. However, some subjects cannot
help their children like English. Researchers
concludethat parents often want to help children
with homework. But because of thedifficulty of
the subject to understand so they cannot afford.
To overcome these obstacl es, parents can ask
knowledgeable neighborsto helptheir children.

Parents’ job

Most interviewed parents said that their
work wasfarmersthey also said they would enjoy
their work at school if homework and gardens
werenot sodifficult. Their parentssometimesfind
itdifficulttoheptheair childrendo Englishlessons,
because their language is the mother tongue
(Massenrempulu language) and difficult for them
to understand. Thismakesit difficult for parents
tofulfill their dutiesinthisregard. Parentswith
such challenges may seek help from
knowledgeableneighborssuch asretired teechers.
Parents say they liketo beinvolved in school,
but need teachersto guidethem. Onthisbasis,
researchersthink that schools or departments
should equip teachers with the knowledge to
manage parents’ involvement activities in their
schools.

Based on the description of thefindings,
thisstudy has several strengthsto note. Thisis
one of several studies to discuss the

conceptualization of parenta involvementinthe
context of an elementary school samplethat is
dominated exclusively inthevillage of Enrekang
District, South Sulawesi-Indonesia. In addition
to highlighting thisunique context, thisstudy aso
incorporates various perspectives on the
phenomenon of parental involvement. Whereas
previous studiestypicaly includeresponsesonly
fromteachers, principals, or parents, thisstudy
includes the role of the school (Kyriakides,
2005). However, thisstudy isnot without limits.
Sincedl of itscontentsarerecruited from parents
whointeract with schools, the most uninvolved
parent perspectivesare not represented. Future
experts should consider including a broader
perspective, assuggested by (Bodovski & Youn,
2010; Gershoff, 2002).

Theresearchfindingsimply that designing
interventionsaimed at digning parent and school
teacher grade assessmentson specific activities
related to primary school education may be
beneficid. Parentsand schoolsneed not only to
havethesameparenta involvement, butitisaso
important that they valueeach belief at the same
level. Schoolsthat are effective a working with
their parentsmay a so consider offering classes
about poverty and privilegeswith facilitiesand
staff. Having aclear understanding of the needs
and strengths of the community can help school
personnel in the context of other issues (e.g.
security and provision of basic needs) that can
be prioritized prior to education (Williams &
Sanchez, 2012)

m CONCLUSION

Through this research, researchers have
|earned some of the best waysto communicate
with parents and how important parental
involvement isfor childrento develop discipline.
We can see that when parents engage in their
child’s education, it improves discipline, self-
esteemn, cognitivedevelopment, socid interaction
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skills, and academiaasawhole. After collecting
al theinformation from theresearch, wecan see
clear information that parents should be more
involvedin solving child discipline problems.
Parental advice, itisclear that they havealot to
offer insolvingdisciplinary problems. Smilarly,
from suggestionsmadeby principa sand teachers,
it can be concluded that parentshavearolein
solving thediscipline problemsof their children.

Intheroleof parentsinencouraging student
discipling, itisdear that parentsshould beinvolved
as shown by most respondents (66.67% of
parents and 62.50% of teachers). The results
show that most parents feel that parental
involvement isimportant to them and that they
want school personnd to show them or givethem
thingsthey cando with their childrenat homeor
asactivities in the classroom. The study’s findings
imply that designinginterventionsaimedat digning
the assessment of parent and teacher gradeson
specific activities related to primary school
students’ education may be beneficial.

The results of this study also have
implications for the care and protection of
children. Therearereportsof children showing
that achildisusually beaten with equipment by
his parents. Children’s reports from this study
show that parentsdo not find the use of corporal
punishment asameansto fulfill family discipline.
Therefore, parents may be morewilling to try
other techniquesiif they are promoted in non-
judgmental and positiveways, drawing onthe
abundance of existing literature that suggests
corpora punishment isnot an essential tool for

positive parenting.
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